
If you are a resident 
of Meadville, you may 
have noticed some new 
faces walking through 
your neighborhood. 
Equipped with nothing 
more than a binder and a 
smile, our trio has been 
knocking on doors since 
November. Maybe you 
have already spoken 
with us, maybe you haven’t. Either way, 
your first thought was probably what do 
they want?

First, rest assured we aren’t selling 
anything. We have no Omaha Steaks to 
offer, nor do we promise any discounts 
on your electric bill. For some of you, 
this may seem like a relief, while to 
others, I apologize. What we are doing, 
however, is braving the elements for 
the opportunity to be invited into your 
warm home, porch or even hearts if I’m 
reaching.

We only want the opportunity 
to listen and learn from you. Not 
necessarily what you expect when 
someone knocks on your door, right?

Lee Scandinaro, Jamie Marks and 
I are part of a new project just getting 
underway called H.O.P.E. Meadville. 
If you are still wondering why we are 
knocking on your door, let us in and I’ll 
explain.

H.O.P.E. Meadville is an initiative 
that is all about supporting people 
in their communities. Through this 
support, we are promoting resilience and 
healing for communities impacted by 
trauma. We want to help communities 
heal so that people in neighborhoods 
just like yours are healthy enough to 
sustain opportunities as well as realize 
their own potential.

We often come across people who are 
struggling to find or hold onto a good 
job or affordable housing. Time and 
time again we find those around us, or 

maybe even ourselves, 
repeatedly losing these 
opportunities just as 
quickly as they come. 
These situations can 
make us feel like we’ll 
never get ahead.

Individuals who 
have experienced 
repeated, sustained and 
unaddressed trauma 

often find themselves unable to realize 
goals that we all share for a healthy and 
productive life. Our goal is to help make 
our communities better not only for 
ourselves but for our children and for 
generations to come.

What do I mean by trauma? Many 
of us are able to recognize our own 
traumatic experiences like domestic 
violence, bullying or even emotional 
abuse. But what we may be less 
familiar with is the impact a different 
type of trauma can have on us and our 
communities.

Many communities experience 
“hidden” acts of violence many of us 
may not see, experience or even think 
of as violence, such as the lack of safe 
or affordable housing, racism, classism 
or even limited access to jobs that offer 
eventual growth and a livable wage. 
These are all examples of traumas. 
Through years and generations these 
traumas create a cycle that has proven 
easier to continue than break. So this is 
where H.O.P.E. can help.

An essential part of the H.O.P.E. 
process is getting to know YOU, the 
people who LIVE in these communities. 
This is our way of beginning to 
understand how you see your 
neighborhood and what you would like 
to see change for yourselves and others 
around you.

We want to know what things you 
think are great about your neighborhood 
as well as the things you would like 

to make better. We want to listen to 
your stories. We care because we are 
all neighbors in the greater Meadville 
area, and we want every one of our 
neighbors and neighborhoods to have a 
high quality of life where all residents 
have access to quality services and are 
able to build local assets and connect to 
economic opportunities in a safe setting. 
So what are we going to do about it?

Together, we will be working 
alongside you as well as other 
partners to establish a detailed plan for 
improving health and wellbeing (H), 
economic opportunity (O), the physical 
environment (P), and to empower (E) 
neighbors and build leadership to assure 
a self-sustaining approach going forward. 
Over time, as the plan is implemented, 
progress will be measured and assessed.

As goals are met in one block, we are 
then able to expand to the next small 
area or block. Eventually, the goal is to 
create a web of small neighborhoods 
where people are improving their health, 
the health of their neighborhood and 
embracing a range of opportunities.

I look forward to meeting with more 
of you, getting to know what you love 
about your community, as well as 
what you would like to make better for 
generations to come. So the next time 
one of us knocks on your door, please 
open it up and talk to us. We only want 
to listen to you.

To learn more, contact the H.O.P.E. 
team at 853-2518 or HOPEMeadville@
gmail.com.

Ebony Baxter is the trauma informed 
community development organizer 
for the H.O.P.E. Meadville initiative, 
sponsored by Women’s Services. For 
more information on Women’s Services, 
which has been providing hope and 
resources to victims of violence and 
advocating to end it since 1977, visit 
womensservicesinc.org.
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Volunteers knocking on doors, 
offering help and H.O.P.E.

Gov. Wolf’s wage 
plan is too aggressive

Pennsylvania Gov. Tom Wolf’s renewed proposal for an in-
crease in the state minimum wage, which seemed dead on ar-
rival at the time of his 2019-20 budget address on Feb. 6, might 
actually still be breathing, as a result of limited “life support” 
being provided by legislative Republicans.

Despite GOP lawmakers having attacked the governor’s 
proposal during the House Appropriations Committee’s first 
budget hearing on Feb. 11, comments by Senate Majority 
Leader Jake Corman, R-Centre, on Feb. 25 opened a window 
for compromise with the governor between now and the June 
30 budget-preparation deadline.

In his budget proposal for the upcoming fiscal year, which 
begins July 1, Wolf called for raising the minimum wage to $12 
an hour; the state’s current minimum wage, which has been in 
effect since 2009, is $7.25, the same as the federal minimum.

While Wolf won’t win an accord for a hike to $12, the like-
lihood for a smaller increase, if the governor will concur, now 
seems possible, based on what Corman is saying.

Besides increasing the minimum wage to $12 an hour next 
fiscal year, which would make that minimum among the high-
est in the nation, Wolf also wants 50-cent-an-hour increases, 
going forward, to bring the minimum hourly wage to $15, the 
same figure that some other states are working toward.

Like the increase to $12, it’s unlikely that the proposed 50-
cent annual hikes here in Pennsylvania will win legislative 
approval, even though 17 other states have scheduled annual 
adjustments within their minimum wage laws.

Pennsylvania law prohibits the state’s municipalities from 
setting a local minimum wage, unlike in Illinois, where the 
city of Chicago already has a minimum wage of $12 an hour, 
which is scheduled to increase to $13 in July.

Illinois, whose current minimum wage is $8.25 an hour, is 
on track to have a $15-an-hour minimum wage by 2025.

Pennsylvania is one of 21 states that have remained glued 
to the federal minimum-pay level, while the other 29 states, 
including all of this state’s neighbors, are above the federal 
minimum.

On Feb. 25, when Corman “cracked open” a window for 
compromise with Wolf, the majority leader indicated that 
there’s enough built-in Republican support in the Senate for a 
modest increase to bring a bill to the floor, if GOP and Demo-
cratic lawmakers can agree on a figure. That day, a spokesman 
for the governor acknowledged that Wolf’s proposal is subject 
to negotiation with the Legislature.

But strong opposition to any increase remains from business 
groups such as the Pennsylvania Chamber of Business and In-
dustry, which has said the governor’s plan is “disconnected 
from reality for many Pennsylvania employers.”

It’s believed that a higher minimum hourly wage would 
force employers, particularly small businesses, to lay off work-
ers, raise prices, cut back employee hours or scale back em-
ployee benefits.

But the states that have adjusted their minimum wage rates 
higher have not endured catastrophic results.

What seems most important for Pennsylvania is that it balks 
at a huge initial jump like Wolf proposes.

The idea of a minimum-wage increase has fared well in 
voter polls, although informed voters understand the possible 
negative consequences.

Much more “life support” might be necessary, perhaps be-
yond 2019-20, before a short- or long-term consensus on the 
issue is reached.

— The Altoona Mirror

Ensure equal 
protection for all

Due largely to the intransigence of a single state lawmaker, 
Pennsylvania remains in the embarrassing position of having 
laws that accommodate discrimination against certain people 
in employment and housing because of who they are.

State Rep. Daryl Metcalfe, a Butler County Republican, has 
managed since 2011 to prevent passage of a bill to outlaw dis-
crimination in employment, housing and public accommoda-
tions based on sexual identification or orientation.

Metcalfe was able to do so as chairman of the House State 
Government Committee, where he demonstrated the ability of 
a single obstructionist to prevent progress.

Metcalfe no longer is the committee chairman. He has been 
replaced by Rep. Garth Everett, a Lycoming County Republi-
can, who has said that he does not view the measure as being 
dead on arrival in the new legislative term.

The bill would upgrade the state Human Relations Act, 
which outlaws discrimination in housing, employment and 
public accommodations based on “race, color, religious creed, 
ancestry, age, sex, national origin, handicap or disability” or 
use of guide animals.

Bizarrely, Pennsylvania prohibits, by regulation, discrim-
ination in public employment based on sexual identification 
or orientation, but allows it in private sector employment as a 
matter of law.

There is little doubt that the bill would pass if it makes it to 
the House floor because it has broad bipartisan support.

That should happen in the current session to ensure equal 
protection for all Pennsylvanians.

— The (Wilkes-Barre) Citizens’ Voice
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Who’s on the side of saving lives?
So North Korea says, 

hey, if you won’t do 
something big for us 
immediately, we won’t 
do anything tiny for 
you years from now, 
and President Donald 
Trump says goodbye. 
Something huge has 
been at stake, of course, 
namely whether millions 
of people will someday get killed by 
nuclear weapons, while even our own 
Congress gets in the way along with 
China, Russia and presidential bumbles 
of the past.

The event was the Vietnam summit 
at which the United States was prepared 
to begin lifting trade sanctions on North 
Korea if it would first take definitive 
steps to denuclearize and then get the 
rest of the job done quickly, completely 
and with verification. Trump got us to 
the point of President Kim Jong Un 
saying, hmm, our slave state could be 
in trouble if we don’t act nicer and quit 
testing nukes and annoying the United 
States by threatening to eliminate it.

Trump, after all, had been talking 
about “fire and fury” and used activated 
battleships as an exclamation mark. 
He was also arranging North Korea’s 
further impoverishment through the 
United States and the United Nations 
saying if there is no deal, there is no 
trade. A consequence was bumpy 
movement in the right direction. There 
were all kinds of complications, but 

hope still seemed on the 
horizon until Russia and 
to some degree China 
cheated on sanctions.

They’re evil players, 
China and Russia, and 
they have the legacy 
of President Barack 
Obama to build on. He 
gave us the Iran deal 
in which sanctions 

went away for essentially nothing. 
Inspections were not allowed at one 
of the places weapons development is 
most likely to occur, military bases. 
If Iran is caught violating the deal, 
which it did in trying to buy nuclear 
technology from Germany 32 times, 
that’s not a violation because it did not 
succeed? You tell me.

Meanwhile, Iran is testing missiles, 
has harassed our own military forces, 
has sponsored terrorists, is trying to 
conquer the Middle East and has built 
what appears to be a missile that could 
reach the United States. We allowed 
Iran to keep the infrastructure necessary 
to enrich uranium, and yes, Iran did 
send highly enriched uranium to Russia, 
which may already be returning some.

In addition to signaling the world that 
the United States is a sucker, Obama 
showed North Korea why it might be 
stupid to let go of its nukes. Without the 
needed approval of Congress, he helped 
in attacking Libya after it agreeably 
disposed of its nukes; if you foolishly 
disarm, we will get you, he as much as 

said. More than even the great wealth 
Trump promised for denuclearization, 
North Korea wants security, and then 
prominence and power.

It had seemed conceivable, 
meanwhile, that Trump could persuade 
China to get tough on sanctions 
again because its command economy 
commanded a mess that we could help 
fix. Now, following the example of 
three presidential predecessors who 
let things build to the point of serious 
endangerment in North Korea, Trump 
is easing up on China. It appears he 
is lifting tariffs as it continues to steal 
our intellectual property and provides 
no help on North Korea. Trump is also 
ending joint military exercises with 
South Korea as a way, he says, to save 
money.

As if all of that was not sweet enough, 
he also said murderous Kim had nothing 
to do with the torture of an American 
student whose sin was stealing a poster 
in North Korea and who later died. Kim 
convinced him of that, Trump said, 
although Kim obviously let it happen.

Democrats in Congress, meanwhile, 
are playing every trick their contorted 
imaginations can come up with to 
disempower Trump, making him a 
nothing actor at home and abroad, and, 
like I said, the stakes in North Korea are 
millions of lives.

Jay Ambrose is an op-ed columnist 
for Tribune News Service. Readers may 
email him at speaktojay@aol.com.
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meadvilletribune.com
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