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It was the promise of cold, rain and snow that led me to Crawford County. For as long as I can remember, rolling thunderheads, streaks of lightening, 

pounding rain and winter weather advisories have brought joy to my heart and soothed my soul. When I met my soon-to-be husband in Colorado, we 

often discussed where next to set our sites for new adventures. It was he who convinced me that I would get as much cold, rain and snow in Crawford 

County Pennsylvania as my first-sought states of Oregon and Washington. In fact, it was our cold and rainy October wedding reception at the 

Iroquois Club in Conneaut Lake that sold me on our future home.  

 

Since childhood, my parents have regaled me with stories of finding me fast asleep in my tiny rocking chair pressed as close to my bedroom window 

as possible, having been lulled to sleep by a passing thunderstorm. Even as an adult I require these elements to quell my insomnia. Every evening I 

sync up my Relax Melodies app with a Bluetooth speaker that projects my selected sounds of rain on roof, thunderstorm and icy snow into our 

bedroom.  In fact, it is during the winter months, when the water from the sky turns cold and accumulates, that I am at my happiest. I somewhat 

jokingly say that sunshine and warm weather make me angry, which I realize makes me a bit of an anomaly. So with that bit of background on me, 

you can imagine my distress when I read recent headlines like: June was Hottest Ever Recorded on Earth, Climate Change Is Literally Setting the 

World on Fire, and The Planet is on F*cking Fire.  

 

Global warming, climate change, whatever you want to call it (or deny it) is not new news. Anyone who has been paying attention knows that the 

planet has been slowly smoldering for decades. In fact, it was President Lyndon Johnson who brought up the subject of climate change officially for 

perhaps the first time in 1965.  But what you might not know is what climate change has to do with Women’s Services.  

 

Quite a bit as it turns out. With each degree the planet heats up, it is also becoming more violent. Research has shown that there is a correlation 

between climate change and violence and that women are 14 times more likely to die as a result of storms and other extreme weather events as men. 

Existing gender inequality multiplies during a natural disaster, making bad situations worse for women. Following Hurricanes Harvey and Michael 

there was a reported surge of intimate partner violence.  Natural disasters often lead to displacement and isolation, making people more vulnerable to 

violence.  

 

Extreme weather events endanger women more as women tend to be the primary caregivers in most instances, looking after children or aging and ill 

parents, meaning they have less mobility and fewer economic resources. Eighty percent of the population left behind during Hurricane Katrina 

evacuations were women, and there was a reported 98 percent increase in physical victimization of women. More women than men died in the 2004 

Tsunami in Thailand, because they had stayed back to look for and after children and relatives as per their socially constructed gender roles.  

 

Human trafficking of women and children also skyrockets during natural disasters, and climate change just exacerbates the preexisting power 

imbalances between women and men. Following the 2016 hurricane in Haiti, cases of sex trafficking of girls increased, as economic insecurity 

quickly climbed in the region. A 2014 study published in the Journal of Environmental Economics and Management suggested that global warming 

will increase the rates of violent crimes in the United States producing "an additional 22,000 murders, 180,000 cases of rape." 

 

Intensifying the problem, resources and access to those resources are often limited following a natural disaster. Sometimes shelters have to close their 

doors like after Hurricane Sandy, where more than a dozen domestic violence shelters had to close. Natural disasters increase stress, displacement, 

vulnerability, and limited access to resources, leading to increased violence or may at least increase families’ vulnerability to violence. After Joplin, 

Missouri was hit by one of the deadliest tornadoes in U.S. history in 2011, “domestic violence cases increased by 40% and the demand for beds in 

women’s shelters doubled.” 

 

While all of this might make things seem dire and depressing, which it is, it’s also an opportunity. It’s an opportunity for you to help Women’s 

Services and Mother Earth. Whether you bring your own shopping bags to the store, use a reusable water bottle or recycle your bottles and cans, 

you’re not just helping fight climate change; you’re also helping us work toward our vision of communities free of violence. For more on how you 

can help fight climate change, visit http://bit.ly/101Ways2FightClimateChange 

http://bit.ly/101Ways2FightClimateChange

